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THE MANY friends of Major General William J. 
Snow, founder of the U. S. Field Artillery 
Association and first Chief of Field Artillery, will be 
grieved to learn of his recent loss. Mrs. Isabel L. 
Snow, his wife for more than fifty years, died at 
Walter Reed General Hospital on November 18, 
1944. Services were held at St. John's Episcopal 
Church in Washington, followed by interment in 
Arlington National Cemetery. 

FROM OUR COVER PICTURE it appears that 
German's dairy herds are still sizable and sleek. 
These Holsteins are due for a rude shock shortly, 
however, when the 8" howitzer yclept "G. I. Hell" 
speaks its piece. 

WE ARE FORTUNATE this month to be able to 
present so many accounts of amphibious invasions. 
Tarawa was the first against a coral atoll. Bloody 
though it was, its lessons were taken to heart to save 
many, many lives in later operations. Peleliu was also 
invaded by Marines; matters went quite differently 
there. 

European operations were thoroughly and 
carefully rehearsed. Even so, not all went "according 
to plan." The 111th FA Bn had perhaps as rough a 
time of it as did any artillery unit. 

Special attention is due Capt. Knowles's 
description of Burmese fighting. We hope to have 
more material from that area before long. 

NEXT MONTH will bring accounts of air OPs in 
the South Pacific; a magnificent account of 
operations of a group at Cassino; a description of 
short range firing against the Siegfried Line; a 
number of Russian articles; and one by Maj. 
Raymond, who has compiled so many authentic 
accounts for these pages. 

IN THE COMING YEAR we anticipate a 
continued flow of your splendid combat accounts, 
written on the spot by you who know the details so 
well. These not only help those who will follow you, 
but are of great interest and value to artillerymen in 
other and quite different theaters. Your cooperation 
and efforts are deeply appreciated by all. 

WE WOULD REMIND overseas members that 
for only $1 per year extra, their "pony" JOURNALS 
will go to them by first class mail, at a much greater 
speed. 

To all members we say, "Be sure to keep us 
posted concerning your full and correct address!" 
 

 
The United States 

Field Artillery Association 
ORGANIZED JUNE 7, 1910 

President 
Major General Lewis B. Hershey 

Vice-President 
Brigadier General Jesmond D. Balmer 

Executive Council 
Major General C. C. Haffner, Jr. 
Major General Lewis B. Hershey 
Brigadier General William H. Sands 
Colonel Stuart A. Beckley 
Colonel Ralph C. Bishop 
Colonel Michael Buckley, Jr. 
Colonel Alan L. Campbell 
Lieutenant Colonel James P. Hart. Jr. 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Lieutenant Colonel John E. Coleman 

The Field Artillery Journal 
JANUARY, 1945—Vol. 35, No. 1 

PAGE 
MARINES ON GUAM...........................................................................................................  2 

ARTILLERY AT TARAWA 
By Lt. Col. P. M. Rixey, USMC, and Maj. Wendell H. Best, USMC 3 

ARTILLERY ON "NOTHING ATOLL"...............................By Lt. Col. R. A. Evans, USMC 6 

TRENDS IN FIELD ARTILLERY ORGANIZATION AND EQUIPMENT 
 By Maj. Shirley B. Metzger, FA 10 

HOW WE TRAINED FOR D-DAY .......................................... By Lt. Bruce Bliven, Jr., FA 11 

111TH FA BN ON D-DAY .........................................By Lt. Col. S. L. A. Marshall, GSC 13 

THE VISAYAS ...........................................................................By Col. Conrad H. Lanza 16 

ANGLE OF SITE COMPUTER...................................................By Lt. Lewis R. Soffer, FA 20 

MEDIUM ARTILLERY IN BURMA ..........................................By Capt. J. B. Knowles, FA 21 

BURMESE VIGNETTE ................................................. By a Regimental Commander, RA 27 

A NEW COMMANDANT, F.A.S..........................................................................................  28 

AN M12 BATTALION IN COMBAT .........................................By Lt. Lewis R. Soffer, FA 29 

PERIMETERS IN PARAGRAPHS ..................................................By Col. Conrad H. Lanza 32 

MEDIUMS AT MANTES ..........................................................By Lt. John J. Osborne, FA 44 

INCIDENTS OF THE 173D......................................................... By the Group Commander 48 

GERMAN 17-CM GUN ........................................................By Lt. Col. G. B. Jarrett, Ord. 49 

BATTLE NOTES...................................................................By Maj. Harold S. Davis, FA 53 
 By Lt. George J. Cantrell, FA 53 

NOT IN THE BOOK .............................................................................................................  54 

DIARY OF WAR EVENTS....................................................................................................  55 

FOR HEROISM AND SERVICE .............................................................................................  56 

BOOK REVIEWS .................................................................................................................  58 

 
Published monthly by the United States Field Artillery Association. Publication office 3110 
Elm Avenue, Baltimore 11, Md. Editorial and general offices United States Field Artillery 
Association, 1218 Connecticut Avenue, Washington 6, D. C. Address all communications 
for publication to the Washington office. Entered as second class matter August 20, 1929, at 
the post office at Baltimore, Md. Accepted for mailing at the special rate of postage provided 
in Sec. 1103, Act of October 3, 1917, Copyright, 1945, by The United States Field Artillery 
Association. Subscription price $3.00; Canada $4.00; foreign $3.50; single recent copies to 
members, 25 cents; non-members, 35 cents. THE FIELD ARTILLERY JOURNAL does not 
accept paid advertising. It does pay for original articles accepted but unsolicited manuscripts 
must be accompanied by return postage if they are to be returned. Addresses and ranks will 
be changed as frequently as desired, upon notification; not otherwise. Changes should 
reach the editor three weeks before date of next issue. Immediate notice should be given of 
any delay in the receipt of the magazine. 

 

Authors alone are responsible for statements made. No articles are official unless specifically so described. 


	Text1: Click on the title of the article you would like to access.


